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Ecological diplomacy in action

TURKMENISTAN’S PRIORITIES FOR CLIMATE RESILIENCE
AND GREEN TRANSITION

by Gapbar Hallyyev

Instructor at the Institute of International Relations
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Turkmenistan

In the contemporary era, se-
curing environmental sus-
tainability and implementing
measures to mitigate climate
change and its negative im-
pacts are recognized as fun-
damental prerequisites for
realizing the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).
Adopting a highly respon-
sible stance toward region-

al and global matters, Neutral
Turkmenistan actively con-
tributes to international en-
deavors in this area. This
strategic course, initiated by
our Hero Arkadag and pro-
gressively advanced under the
wise guidance of our esteemed
President, constitutes a cor-
nerstone of our country’s do-
mestic priorities and foreign
policy direction.

The impacts of ecology and
climate change are not limit-
ed solely to nature protection;
they also extend to political,
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economic and social spheres.
These changes directly influ-
ence ecological health, pub-
lic living standards and overall
human well-being. Because
these factors are deeply in-
tertwined, it is important to
formulate and deploy robust
strategies and initiatives ca-
pable of tackling emerging
challenges while fostering
deeper international partner-
ships. Guided by this objec-
tive, Turkmenistan maintains
close, fruitful ties with the
United Nations and its spe-
cialized bodies, including the
UN Development Program
(UNDP), the UN Environment
Program (UNEP), and the Food
and Agriculture Organization
(FAO), alongside other promi-
nent global institutions.

As is known, our Hero Arkadag
and our respected President
set forth forward-thinking in-
ternational initiatives directed

atresolving current and fu-
ture environmental and cli-
mate issues. These concepts
have been presented at UN
General Assembly sessions,
Consultative Meetings of the
Heads of State of Central Asia,
summits of the Council of the
Heads of the Founder States
of the International Fund for
Saving the Aral Sea (IFAS),
and various other high-level
multilateral forums. Notable
among these initiatives are the
establishment of a Regional
Climate Technology Center
for Central Asia, a Regional
Center for Combating
Desertification, and the devel-
opment of a comprehensive
UN Environmental Strategy
for Central Asia.
Turkmenistan has advanced
initiatives to prepare a UN
Special Program for the Aral
Sea basin and to define the
Aral issue as a distinct pillar of

United Nations activity, along
with other key proposals that
are widely approved and sup-
ported by the internation-

al community. Furthermore,
as a Caspian littoral state, our
country actively participates
in all environmental issues
concerning the Caspian Sea.
The Caspian Environmental
Initiative put forward by
Turkmenistan serves as a viv-
id example of this. This ini-
tiative is designed to create
an international platform for
high-level cooperation across
a wide range of tasks relat-

ed to protecting the environ-
ment and biological resources
of the Caspian Sea, as well as
addressing emerging environ-
mental issues. Presenting this
initiative at the 78th session
of the UN General Assembly,
our highly esteemed President
emphasized that its imple-
mentation should be carried
outin close cooperation with
the United Nations, its agen-
cies, bodies, and institutions.
As alogical continuation of the
work carried out by our coun-
try to activate fruitful cooper-
ation in this area, a proposal

was made to hold the Caspian
Ecological Forum in 2026.
Thanks to our nation’s ac-
tive diplomacy, climate action
and environmental security
were integrated into the agen-
da of the Third UN Conference
on Landlocked Developing
Countries, which took place
in August 2025 within the
“Awaza” National Tourist
Zone. This major forum fea-
tured numerous internation-
al side events and bore fruit in
key outcome documents that
received formal UN status: the
Awaza Political Declaration
and the Awaza Program of
Action for 2024-2034.

As a signatory to numerous in-
ternational conventions and
agreements concerning cli-
mate and the environment,
Turkmenistan consistently ful-
fils its international commit-
ments. Having ratified the UN
Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC),
the Kyoto Protocol and the
Paris Agreement, our coun-
try translates its obligations
into tangible steps. A prom-
inent reflection of this was

the official announcement
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of the country’s accession to
the Global Methane Pledge in
December 2023. To support
this commitment, a dedicat-
ed “Roadmap” for 2025-2026
was enacted to promote inter-
national partnerships and ful-
fill the targets of the Global
Methane Pledge.

In 2019, a new edition of the
National Strategy on Climate
Change was adopted. This
document is inclusive, encom-
passing a list of measures to
adapt all major sectors of the
economy and social sphere to
new requirements. Special at-
tention is paid to the fuel and
energy complex. In this con-
nection, extensive work is un-
derway to reduce waste by
implementing a complex of
targeted measures. Other rel-
evant documents have also
been adopted in recent years.
Among them are the “National
Strategy for the Development
of Renewable Energy in
Turkmenistan until 2030” and
the Law of Turkmenistan “On
Renewable Energy Sources.” A
number of laws are aimed at
ensuring environmental safe-
ty, protecting the environ-
ment and the sustainable use
of natural resources. In accor-
dance with a Decree signed by
our highly respected President
at the beginning of June this
year, the “National Forest
Program of Turkmenistan for
2026-2030” and the Action
Plan for its implementation
were approved.

Furthermore, in 2020, our
state joined the UN Economic
Commission for Europe’s
(UNECE) global campaign,
“Trees in Cities.” Originally
introduced at the UN Climate
Action Summit in New York

in September 2019, this ini-
tiative promotes the greening
of urban areas worldwide. In
recognition of its substantial
contributions, Ashgabat was
honored with an international
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certificate in April 2022. This
served as further proof of the
global community’s high re-
gard for Turkmenistan’s
environmental policies, par-
ticularly the nationwide
tree-planting cultivates eco-
logical awareness among the
public. This UNECE “green”
initiative has expanded be-
yond the capital, with mul-
tiple cities across the nation
actively participating.
Through these annual, large-
scale planting events, exten-
sive green spaces, parks and
man-made forests have tak-
en root and continue to grow
across our Homeland. The
participation of our Hero
Arkadag and Arkadagly

Hero Serdar in nationwide
tree-planting campaigns
proves that special impor-
tance is attached to this work
at the state level. The for-
ward-looking strategy im-
plemented in our country
fully aligns with the prior-
ity areas of the Sustainable
Development Goals, contrib-
uting to maintain a favorable
environmental situation and
mitigate the negative impacts
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of climate change not only at
the national level but also at
regional and global levels.

In the Era of the Revival of the
New Epoch of the Powerful
State, integrating environ-
mental and climatic factors
has become a mandatory stan-
dard for all domestic urban
planning. Arkadag City stands
as a premier model of this ap-
proach, blending cutting-edge
digital infrastructure with
eco-friendly technologies that
are unique to the region. The
design and construction of
the new city have been carried
out taking our country’s cli-
matic conditions into account.
When choosing the location
for construction, indicators
such as the natural landscape,
the environment and particu-
larly the unique microclimate
in the foothills were consid-
ered. Arkadag City’s com-
pliance with green building
standards has earned it doz-
ens of international honors.
Turkmenistan’s constructive
approaches to climate pol-

icy were also visible at the
64th session of the subsidiary
bodies of the UN Framework

Convention on Climate
Change, held in June 2026 in
Bonn, Germany, where a na-
tional delegation represented
our country. The statements
delivered by the Turkmen
delegation reconfirmed our
Homeland’s dedication to
global environmental actions,
emphasizing initiatives to
lower greenhouse gases, en-
hance energy conservation,
deploy clean technologies and
scale up renewable energy in-
stallations. Particular empha-
sis was placed on detailing
our country’s regional climate
proposals.

Committed to fulfilling the
Sustainable Development
Goals and incorporating them
into national growth plans,
Turkmenistan places immense
value on aligning commer-
cial operations with strict eco-
logical norms. Consequently,
great emphasis is placed on
transitioning toward a circu-
lar economy as a cornerstone
of long-term development.

A closed-loop economy is a
more efficient and environ-
mentally safe model of pro-
duction and consumption. Its
main principles are based on
implementing “green” tech-
nologies, efficiently using

and recovering resources, in-
troducing alternative energy
sources and recycling raw ma-
terials. This helps reduce in-
dustrial waste and emissions,
save energy, and preserve bio-
diversity and ecosystems. A
circular economy not only al-
lows for a significant reduc-
tion in harmful impacts on the
environment and climate but
also creates new economic op-
portunities. It contributes to
reducing production costs, in-
troducing innovations and
fostering sustainable growth
and competitiveness. From a
social perspective, transition-
ing to such an economic mod-
el contributes to creating new

jobs and improving the living
standards of the population.
Highlighting the importance
of regional and global coop-
eration regarding the SDGs,
Turkmenistan works to broad-
en international dialogue on
these matters. Proceeding
from this, at the World
Government Summit held in
Dubai in February 2024, our
country put forward sever-

al important initiatives, in-
cluding a proposal to develop
a global framework program
for transitioning to a circular
economy, based on the prior-
ity areas of the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development.
Climate dynamics and envi-
ronmental protection are also
inseparable from water secu-
rity, which remains one of the
most pressing global challeng-
es today. Climate change di-
rectly affects the world’s water
resources, leading to negative
consequences. Turkmenistan
consistently advocates for co-
ordinating the efforts of the
global community on these
issues. Offering convenient,
scientifically grounded solu-
tions to them, our country
consistently promotes wa-

ter diplomacy, one of the main
directions of which is ensur-
ing the rational use of water

resources. Speaking of wa-

ter and environmental issues
in Central Asia, Turkmenistan
always advocates that they
be discussed and resolved
based on generally recognized
norms of international law,
taking into account the inter-
ests of all states in the region
and with the participation of
authoritative international
organizations.

In this direction, our coun-
try fruitfully cooperates with
the UN. The international ini-
tiatives put forward by our
Hero Arkadag and our high-
ly respected President on

the water issue are concrete
in nature and address the
goals of regional and glob-

al development, as well as the
needs of people. In particu-
lar, Turkmenistan set forth an
initiative to create a Regional
Council on water resources
use in Central Asian countries
under the auspices of the UN.
It could become an effective
structure coordinating efforts
in this direction and a key
mechanism for utilizing the
water of the region’s trans-
boundary rivers.

Ecology, climate, sustain-
able farming practices and
food security are closely in-
terconnected. Rising global
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temperatures present chal-
lenges such as reduced crop
outputs, rapid soil mois-

ture loss, land degradation
and volatile rainfall patterns.
These climate disruptions
force changes in tradition-

al farming methodologies,
calling for immediate, com-
prehensive and unified solu-
tions. Turkmenistan is actively
meeting these challenges
through its national strategies
and state programs. Significant
focus is placed on the precise
management of land and wa-
ter, the adoption of resource-ef-
ficient and clean technologies,
the advancement of agricul-
tural research and the breed-
ing of new crop varieties
designed to withstand chang-
ing climate conditions.
Turkmenistan makes a great
contribution to developing
productive mutual relations in
this vital area. In recent years,
our country’s cooperation
with the Food and Agriculture
Organization of the UN (FAO)
has been enriched with new
content. Currently, applying
sustainable practices in

the agricultural sector is

a priority direction for all
states, including Central
Asian countries. In this

regard, special place is given
to studying and applying
leading global experience and
technologies in adapting to
climate change and mitigating
its negative consequences.
Our Motherland’s efforts

to achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals are sup-
ported by the UN; its spe-
cialized agencies and other
reputable international orga-
nizations. Our country great-
ly contributes to strengthening
effective regional and global di-
alogue, consolidating relations
based on mutual understand-
ing and trust as the foundation
of global peace, security and
sustainable development.
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